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Asthma Society Presents Leadership Award to 

Minister Shannon Phillips 

Wednesday, May 25, 2016  

For Immediate Release 

  

EDMONTON - Earlier today, Asthma Society of Canada President & CEO, Vanessa Foran, 

joined Shannon Phillips, Alberta Minister for the Environment and Parks to formally present her 

with the 2016 Fighting for Breath Award for Leadership in Public Policy. 

 

The award, initially announced at the Asthma Society's Fighting for Breath: Severe Asthma 

Conference on May 6th, recognizes the Minister, and the Alberta Government, for their 

leadership in announcing the phase-out of coal fired electricity generation in the Province by 

2030.   

 

"Through this award, we are pleased to recognize the commitment made by the Government of 

Alberta to eliminate coal power generation in the province.  This bold policy decision will ensure 

Albertans, especially those with asthma, have clean air to breathe," said Ms. Foran.   

 

The award presentation, which took place this morning, was held at the Northeast Community 

Health Centre in Edmonton and included a tour of their asthma clinic. Ms. Foran and Minister 

Phillips were joined by other health and environment stakeholders who also provided their 

thanks and gratitude for the government's leadership on this issue. 

 

Minister Phillips added, "On behalf of the Government of Alberta, it's a great privilege to accept 

the Asthma Society of Canada's award for leadership in public policy.  Phasing out coal 

emissions and improving air quality is a key part of our plan to address climate change and we're 

honoured that the society is recognizing our efforts."   

 

About the Asthma Society of Canada 

The Asthma Society of Canada (ASC) is a national charitable volunteer-supported organization 

devoted to enhancing the quality of life and health for people living with asthma and associated 

allergies through education, research and advocacy. The ASC has a 42-year reputation of 

providing health education services to patients and healthcare professionals. 
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